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Darlene Marie Grunder (nee Shorten) died peacefully iin North Vancouver, 

BC, age 80. 

 

Predeceased by her loving second husband Arthur Grunder in 2014, brother 

Ronald (Ron) in 2016 and parents Alec (Alex) and Kathleen (Kay) Shorten. 

 

Survived by her sisters Pat (Gord) Berg, Regina and Margie Salter, 

Edmonton; her brothers Alex (Catherine) Shorten, Vancouver and Terry 

(Karen) Shorten, Regina; and her first husband George (Marnie) Hatton, 

Sechelt.  

 

Loving mother of Daryl (Myra) Hatton, Geoff (Karen) Hatton and Kate 

(Pete) Whyte. Loving stepmother to David (Kathryn) Grunder and Linda 

(Gary) Forster. Doting grandmother to Leah (Clay), Matthew, Kieran, Ben, 

McKenna, Piper, Benjamin and Pierce. Beloved auntie and friend to many. 

 

Darlene was born on December 31, 1937 in Regina, SK. In her teens she 

reached the Canada Cord (highest) level in Girl Guides and was selected to 

attend the World Guide Camp. She graduated high school from Scott 

Collegiate, married in 1959 and began her busy life as mother of three, 

homemaker and part time bookkeeper to Hatton’s music. While raising her 

family she managed the office of a consulting engineering group and was very 

proud of the bridge over the Capilano River that they worked on in her time 

there. 

 

After a family move to Lloydminster she indulged her love of animals and 

 



worked as office manager for a veterinary clinic. She later moved to 

Vancouver where she worked for Core Publishing Group, then became the 

Executive Assistant to the Director of Science World and finally, the 

Manager of the BC Premier’s Office in Vancouver. 

 

She was a long standing member of the PEO Sisterhood and Past President of 

her chapter as well as being a very active member of the United Church: 

Wesley in Regina. Grace in Lloydminster, and North Lonsdale in North 

Vancouver.  

 

Darlene, in her later years, loved her long walks on the seawall with friends 

and to travel and explore. She and Art logged many trips to exotic places 

including Africa, Asia, Australia, Egypt and numerous locations in the US, 

Europe and the Mediterranean. Her children could often be heard exclaiming 

“Where in the world is Darlene now?!” 
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